Connecting the Millennium Development Goals to Faith

In 2000, 189 countries adopted the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to launch the most ambitious and coordinated global development initiatives the world has ever seen. The goals are aimed to deliver people from extreme poverty and hunger through better education, health, and a global partnership to strengthen development initiatives. Jesus announced that the Spirit of the Lord anointed him “to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” His ministry demonstrated his concern for the poor, the sick and the suffering. In fact, Jesus set forth his own development goals in Matthew 25. Jesus sought food and water for those who had little, community for the stranger and the prisoner, and health for the sick. Jesus sought to minister to the whole person, meeting the needs of both the body and the soul. As we follow in his footsteps, we too aim to bring physical and spiritual wholeness to all people in the name of Jesus Christ. The MDGs provide an opportunity for Christians to bring that hope, healing, and reconciliation to billions of people who suffer around the world.

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger


He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea and everything in them – he remains faithful forever. He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.



-Psalm 146:6-9

Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?



-James 2:15-16

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education


Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 



-Matthew 19:13-14


Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.



-Proverbs 22:6

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women

There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.



-Galatians 3:28

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.



-Joel 2:28-29

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality


Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.




-Matthew 15:28

No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.



-Isaiah 65:20

Goal 5: Improve maternal health


So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.



-Luke 2:4-7


Worship the Lord your God, and his blessing will be on your food and water. I will take away sickness from among you, and none will miscarry or be barren in your land. I will give you a full life span.



-Exodus 23:25-26


Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases


Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.




-James 5:14-15


Happy are those who consider the poor; the Lord delivers them in the day of trouble. The Lord protects them and keeps them alive; they are called happy in the land. You do not give them up to the will of their enemies. The Lord sustains them on their sickbed; in their illness you heal all their infirmities.



-Psalm 41:1-3

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability


In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth . . . God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.



-Genesis 1:1,31

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption, the redemption of our bodies.



-Romans 8:18-23


Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development


Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.



-Galatians 6:2


Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

