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During the 2006 midterm elections, voters of both
parties made it clear once again that hunger and poverty
continue to be issues that matter to them. This survey
provides evidence that political leaders should not ignore

and poverty has been described as one of the most
important issues by many voters, easily outdistancing
other concerns such as the environment, crime and
moral values.

this important issue. In national polls, reducing hunger

Three out of five (61 percent) midterm voters agree that political candidates
inadequately focused on hunger and poverty issues during the 2006 election.

73 percent of voters would approve of an expanded effort to reduce hunger
in the United States and around the world, regardless of the increase in
federal expenditure.

Two-thirds of midterm voters (65 percent) say that a candidate’s stand on
hunger and poverty issues was important to how they cast their vote in 2006.

80 percent of midterm voters say that a presidential contender’s
position on reducing the hunger and poverty problem will be
important when deciding their vote in the 2008 presidential election.
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